Videographers’ Forum – March 1, 2016
Hi All, here are some notes from the discussions at our open forum. Only three more left for this year.
Q: Al illustrated how to save a “blown out” video in post‐production.
D: I have to admit I blew it on a “freebie” video last Saturday. No excuses, I wasn’t paying attention. It happens to all of
us. The sun was glaring off of my video monitor so I didn’t see the scene correctly, I didn’t pay attention to the camera
telling me to add neutral density, and I didn’t check the scene using the view finder . . . all novice mistakes. Months back
we discussed that a darker video had more details remaining in the pixels than a lighter video. Well I managed to put
some color back into the video even though losing some of the details. First step was to reduce the brightness until I got
some color back. Then I increased the saturation of the color to give it more life. Then as a final step I used a color
corrector to restore the original colors. All in all, the video came out well. The subject matter was good but if you look
carefully at the background you could see the loss in detail. The step‐by‐step video is on YouTube at:
YouTube.com/DHc6pBiUc6g. This URL is “unlisted” so you won’t find it on my YouTube channel.
Q: A video/DSLR check list.
A: A participant brought in a check list that all of us should take a look at. It is attached as part of these forum notes.
Thanks for your contribution.
Q: One participant bought a new DSLR and was asking for tips and tricks.
A: We had a lively discussion among all the participants on what to do with the camera, how to set it up, and to practice
using it in various situations before making a “formal” video. Comments and suggestions were also given regarding
camera angles and the many uses of a tripod.
Q: One participant had a question about using the manual iris control on his DSLR during a video shoot.
A: We are not sure we solved the problem, but he was filming a train coming into the station. The train looked good at
the station but the train was washed out as it was arriving. We could only guess that the manual iris was set while the
camera was pointed at the wrong subject. The point here being that any manual controls should be set to the main
subject of the video. In a high contrast setting, some portions of the scene may be washed out, or some sections might
be too dark. That’s the breaks unless you have a lot of “production” lighting to even the scene out.
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